Spring 2022
News from British
Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner Diane’s
Spring message
Hello Everyone
I hope you all had a
super World Thinking
Day ? In this edition of
the newsletter you will
be able to see some of
the things units did
during the BGO unit
twinning weekend. It
looks as if everyone
had great fun. Thank
you to Emma our region OAA and Ruth, our
region International adviser, for organising
the event.
My travels around the region on zoom have
continued and I have kept in contact with
volunteers and had the opportunity to
celebrate Gold, Silver and Bronze awards
with fantastic girls in most areas of BGO
but as Covid restrictions have gradually
lifted around BGO, it is great to announce
that since the winter holidays most of us
have been able to get back to face to face
guiding. This is wonderful news both for us
adult volunteers as well as for our girls and
young women. We might not be back to
100% normal guiding but we are getting
there and this is the most important step.
In addition to this, Hazel and I might be
able to start travelling again soon. It seems
so very long since we met with many of

Welcome to our Spring 2022 newsletter.
Spring is here and many of our units are now
able to meet face to face. After some great
virtual World Thinking Day meetings we are now
looking forward to BGO’s own Platinum Jubilee
celebrations and our big event Together 22.

you, and while Zoom has always been our
staple way for us to keep in touch, it can’t
replace those special moments when we
can be with you in your meeting places and
meet both you and ‘your’ girls and young
women in person.
Our first trip is in March when we are in
Paris at the BeneLux and France County
Training weekend. We’re really looking
forward this event and hope that this will
be the first of a few visits before we all
get together at Together ’22 in Waddow in
the UK this summer.
There is still time and a few places
available for girls to sign up for the
summer camp and Brownie pack holiday
and for adults to sign up for training.
I’m delighted to let you know of two
appointments that we have recently made.
Firstly Amelia who is our new young person
on the Awards Committee. Amelia is a
Young Leader with the Brownie unit in
Sweden and we are looking forward to her
joining the Awards Committee for the first
time this Spring. My sincere thanks to Elin
our outgoing young person for her
enthusiasm and superb contribution while
on the awards committee.
Our second
appointment is Caroline Coleman who has
agreed to be our next PR and
Communication region adviser and is going
to guide alongside Jill, our current region
PR and Communications adviser until after
Together 22. One of their projects during
this time is to revise our newsletter
format as we want it to reach more
people, so watch this space for
news….
We also have a great team in Ella
from Singapore, Marcella from St
Helena & Ascension Islands and Jill
who are working together to lead us

in celebrating HM Queen Elizabeth II’s
Platinum Jubilee. You will find more
information about the national Girlguiding
celebrations in this newsletter along with
some of the ideas that Ella, Marcella and
Jill have for us in BGO.

development team at HQ. It is designed to
be bright and engaging as well as being
easy to navigate so I hope that you enjoy
using it. Please do get in touch with any
queries you have about it though – it’s
always great to hear from you!

Later this month we will be sending out,
and posting on the BGO website,
information about the BGO Chief
Commissioner role as my five years in post
is nearing an end. I have had, and am still
having, the most amazing time leading our
fantastic region with a wonderful,
dedicated and enthusiastic team guiding
with me. While there is quite a lot to do
and despite the song, it does takes a bit
longer than an hour and a half a week !!,
we would love members of BGO to apply
for the role as region Chief and for BGO to
continue to sail onwards strongly in the
future. Please take a look at the role
description and don’t hesitate to get in
touch if you have any questions and want
to know more.

We’re looking forward to seeing lots of you
at Waddow in the summer and at our
continuing virtual trainings in the
meantime too.

There is still a lot to do in the months
ahead so I look forward to sharing more
news with you in my blog and in our
summer newsletter. I hope you have a
great Spring/Summer term with your units
and thank you for all the special, amazing
things that you do for everyone in your
care.

Thank you so much for everything you do.
Happy guiding!

Hazel
Outdoor Activities Adviser

After being postponed last year plans are all
full speed ahead for the BGO camp at
Waddow in July. There is still time to sign up
and join the other members who have already
committed to this event, even if you can't yet
commit please register. Alongside the Leaders
training programme, the Brownie, Guide and
Ranger camps we also have a program for our
Inspire members 18+, so if you have recently
left Rangers there is also something for you.
LETS BE TOGETHER IN 22

Guiding Development

Around the region there have not been many
residential events this past couple of years,
so where they can I know that many units are
hoping to be able to plan and run something
this year. It maybe that camp stores and
particularly the equipment require a looking
over first. Even that can be fun and girls and
leaders alike can get involved in the
practical preparation work.

Hello Everybody,

International Adviser

I hope 2022 is promising to be a much
better year for you wherever in the
wonderful BGO world you may be!
Certainly, our first in-person training event
since 2020 - this year’s BeNeLux & France
County Training Weekend is going to be a
very exciting start and thanks go to
everyone involved in putting it together.

World Thinking Day 2022
I hope you all enjoyed celebrating World
Thinking Day across BGO however that might
have looked. I know many of you took part in
the fantastic virtual event. I was
incredibly lucky to join a few of the World
Thinking Day virtual events with British
Girlguiding Overseas. I had fun learning about
the environment with Guides from Belgium
and Bermuda as well as talking about the

Best wishes

Diane

In the virtual world there are exciting
developments too as we now have the new
learning platform from the learning and

difference in weather and animals in the two
countries!
I also enjoyed a fantastic World Thinking Day
Quiz with Brownies in Sweden and members
of the BGO Lones based across the world! The
quiz certainly challenged me and it was
incredible to see the creativity of leaders in
Sweden and BGO Lones. This
virtual event allowed Brownies in
Sweden their first opportunity to meet other
Brownies across the world. How amazing is
that! Let’s hope it is the first of many
opportunities! Who knows one day one of
them might be doing my role as
international adviser and flying in a time
capsule to visit units for World Thinking Day
across the world. It was great to join and
learn new facts about Girlguiding and see the
wonderful smiles. It really made me feel
connected to members internationally across
BGO for this World Thinking Day 2022.
A huge thank
you goes to all
those who took
part in all the
virtual events as
well as the
exchanges of
videos and
messages. Also a
huge thank you
goes to Emma (Outdoor Activities Adviser)
who has been really busy behind the
scene for the virtual World Thinking Day
Event to make it possible.
WTD22 Leaders’ Cafe
I enjoyed leading a World Thinking Day
Leaders’ Café in January with Emma. It was
super to talk about the WAGGGS World
Thinking Day pack for 2022 and meet leaders
from across BGO.
World Scout Jamboree 2023
Following a wonderful selection in December
and one to one meetings with members of
BGO I am please to announce we have
selected 8 members of BGO to prepare, plan
and attend the World Scout Jamboree in
South Korea in 2023 as part of the BGO/BSO
Unit 1. I have also been busy meeting with

Brooke and Diane talking about the World
Scout Jamboree and the plans sound very
exciting!
My International Role
I continue every six weeks to attend an online
meeting with the other region's international
advisers based in the UK and members of the
national Girlguiding team to talk about
international. As you can imagine there is a
lot to discuss as the world begins to open
back up to international travel and ensuring
this happens safe within Girlguiding
requirements.
Meet Ruth - BGO International Adviser
If you are holding a virtual meeting and or a
meeting and would like me to join you
virtually to say hello as International Adviser
do please email me using the contact details
at the back of the newsletter as it is a
pleasure to continue to meet many of you
from across BGO.

Queen’s Guide Adviser
Ella Shaw is BGO’s most recent Queen’s
Guide Award recipient. We featured some of
her Queen’s Guide journey in last spring’s
newsletter, you probably saw her at some
point during Action 21 (her work for the
festival counted towards her Queen’s Guide
Award) and Ella represented BGO at
Girlguiding’s all member webinar in
December. We’ve recently caught up with
Ella to see how she found her award journey.
Having heard about the Queen’s Guide Award
from a guiding friend who was just starting
the award, Ella decided to challenge herself
to complete the award before leaving school
as she felt she’d be too busy to do it once she
started university. She saw it as the ‘pinnacle
of her guiding journey in Singapore’ and
wanted to show others in Singapore (and
beyond) that, while a challenging award, it is
something that can be done. Ella planned out
her award to incorporate things she was
already doing,
such as volunteering at Rainbows and
Brownies and learning to figure skate and
used her school holidays to complete the
residential and outdoor challenge sections so
her schoolwork didn’t suffer.
Like many things over the last two years,
COVID has affected some of Ella’s plans,

particularly her
residential and
outdoor challenge
s e c t i o n s .
H o w e v e r, t h e
exceptions that
HQ have made for
these elements
meant that she
could still achieve
these.
Her
outdoor challenge
was completed last summer and while not
being able to camp Ella and her friends
kayaked in the sea in the northern waters of
Singapore, cooking their own meals and set
up tents – even though they never got to
sleep in them due to COVID restrictions in
Singapore!
This kayaking
trip was Ella’s
favourite part
of the award.
Wo r k i n g o n
the Queen’s
Guide Award
has connected
Ella with
many guiding
people across
the world.
She reflects
that ‘Guiding is full of interesting people’!
Through these contacts she’s also met other
people outside guiding and hopes that some
of these contacts might help her to find work
experience or an internship in the future.
Who knew the award could potentially open
all these doors for people!?!
Would Ella
recommend
others to
take part in
the award?
Ye s ! ! S h e
describes it
as
‘an
amazing
experience
that will
teach you so
much. Whilst it is quite challenging, it’s
totally worth it and incredibly fun’! BGO is
incredibly proud of Ella’s achievement and we
look forward to seeing pictures of her

presentation when she’s back in Singapore in
the summer.
Feeling inspired by Ella’s story and like to
know more about the Queen’s Guide award?
Please contact Em Glendinning,
(bgoqueensguideadvisor@gmail.com)

BGO celebrations for HM Queen
Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee
All Girlguiding regions have been
invited to light beacons or
bonfires on Thursday 2 June to
celebrate this wonderful
event. they will be lit shortly
before the Queen herself lights
one. In addition, regions are
planning their own celebrations, which w i l l
vary across Girlguiding. In BGO we are very
excited
to be planning our own bonfire
lighting on the day - details to follow. We are
also delighted to tell
you
that
a
Girlguiding Platinum
Jubilee badge has
been bought for all
members.
Marcella Mittens
from St Helena is
currently working
towards her Queen’s Guide Award. For her
award she has joined the Task and finish
group planning the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations for BGO. Marcella writes:
For those who don’t know me, I come from
a small island called St
Helena in the South Atlantic
Ocean and being so
isolated, I aspire to be the
first St Helenian to be
awarded the Queens Guide
in more than 40 years. This
special award has been my
inspiration from a young
age and will act as a
stepping stone to becoming
a good leader for my island.
Currently, I reside in Kent where I continue
to work towards the last sections of the QG
alongside my university workload. After

coming from a COVID-free island, it’s been
interesting to work via Zoom for my
Element 4 of Service to Guiding –
something I’m not used to. I’m honoured
to play a major role in the organising team
for the Jubilee celebrations in June where
we have planned to present themed
challenges, bonfire events and many more
activities to pay tribute to the Queen.
Keep an eye out for all the fun coming
your way!!

enjoy some fun and
guiding games at a
local park.
When online we sent
care packages home
with both Guides and
Brownies making
fabulous mug cakes
and sewing up sweet
kitties. We also had two very interesting
presentations – the first from Jo at The
Space Detectives and a
second from River at
R i v e r ’s Ro d e n t s &
Re p t i l e s .
Everyone
enjoyed these enormously
and I can thoroughly
recommend both.
1st Brussels
Guides invited our Guides to join
them on their wonderful Harry
Potter online tour which was both very
sisterly of them and enjoyable.
For World Thinking Day we were online and
had an educational and entertaining
evening looking back at pictures of some of
the first Guides and how the uniforms
evolved to the uniforms of today. Glen
showed us a photo as a young Guider
leader. We sang along to some excellent
online videos made by other Guides. A
good time was had by all and speaking for
myself, I find my guiding cup is refilled
once more by sharing in the sisterhood of
guiding.
Edwina Hoffman

Around the World of BGO
Benelux and France County
3rd Brussels Brownies & Guides arrive!
The start of September saw a new unit of
Brownies and Guides meet for the first
time in Brussels. 3rd Brussels now has 12
members- and are expecting 3 more to join
very soon, an assistant, Julie Schubert, and
two leaders, Laurence Schubert and
Edwina Hoffmann. Laurence was previously
guiding in Brussels and Edwina has just
moved to Belgium.

Toulouse Rainbows enjoyed their World
Thinking Day link.

St Helena and Ascension Island
We are very blessed to have Trefoil
member, Glen Aston, help us and a new
Trefoil member, Tracy Armstrong, also
lending a hand.
Meeting in person we have been getting to
know each other, as well as begin work on
our Express Myself theme. We have
managed to meet up in person much of the
time. When it became too dark and too
cold to be outside at our usual time and
we were fortunate that many of our unit
could meet on a Saturday instead and

100 years for St Helena Island

Around the World of BGO
St Helena Island has finally and
extraordinarily reached its milestone of 100
years in 2021, celebrating its accomplishment
together with all district units on our COVID
free island. Girls and leaders, past and
present, participated and planned various
activities throughout the year to mark this
special occasion; taking the opportunity to
fundraise and share our achievement with the
island’s community.

trees were planted in the shape of
the trefoil
symbol

To f i n a l i s e t h e
memorable year, a
family fun day was
organised which
involved a sponsored
walk of 100 laps for
all units to participate
in. To end the day, a photo was taken of all
the helpers in formation of the number 100.

To initiate the start of the celebration, a
‘ball’ was held at the Quarters in Napoleon
Bonaparte’s house for the public to enjoy.
Following this, the Governor invited all
guiding members to relish a garden tea party
at Plantation House, in honour of the past,
present and future of guiding. A few Guides
volunteered to decorate the gazebo and
tables, and the Young Leaders took an active
role in leading the BGO/St Helena themed
scavenger hunt. This event was well
appreciated by everyone, especially when
sharing past experiences with the younger
ones.

Overall, the year was a
success and guiding
continues to prosper.
Being a COVID free
island, we are able to
enter 2022 with the
ambition to carry on with
our programme freely.
Thank you to our friends
in BGO for donating
resources, so our events and meetings could
be feasible.
Rosemary Mittens (Commissioner)

On 21st May, St Helena’s Day, everyone joined
our crafted float in the parade through town,
dressed in various uniforms from over the

Middle East

century, keeping to the theme of ‘Diversity’.
representing and promoting the 100 years of
guiding on this special day, we received a lot
of support and donations from the public.
In August, the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides,
Rangers and Leaders spent a full day planting
trees at the Millennium Forest and
participating in various group activities that
had been planned by the National Trust team.
To show the significance of the event, the

On World Thinking Day Sharjah celebrated
Our World
our equal
future. They
discussed how
sometimes
adults may
not always
listen to
children and
y o u n g
people’s ideas
and read the
U n i t e d
Nations Rights
of children. The girls shared some of their
experiences when they have not had an idea
or opinion listened to and then wrote some
advice to their younger selves. Girls and
young people in general can have a powerful
voice. Find your voice! Happy Thinking Day!

purchase these and help us
raise much needed funds.

Trefoil Guilds in Foreign Countries
Just in time for Thinking Day, one of the
members of the International Lones Guild
waved her magic wand and produced a
photograph. Not just any old photo but one
where the members will probably never meet
each other.
From left to right our ladies are
based in USA, Greece, Belgium,
C a n a r y I s l a n d s , Po r t u g a l ,
Mallorca, Canada, Australia x 3,
Portugal, UAE, USA and Sweden.
We all had to have our photo
taken and sent to Sarah (far right)
and she very cleverly played with her
computer and made us into a lovely group.
One lady mentioned she was thrilled to look
the same size as everyone else as she is
actually 6 feet tall and usually towers over
everyone.
If you know anyone who is likely to be
interested in joining this group please get in
touch with me and I’ll help!
Glen Aston

Friends of BGO
I am pleased to report that our
photo competition has been
completed and that our artist
Anne has been capturing your
winning entries from all over BGO
in watercolour.
We have also completed
calendars ready to go on sale. All details of
winners, and where you can purchase the
cards and calendars, will be on the BGO
w e b s i t e w w w. b r i t i s h - g i r l g u i d i n g overseas.org.uk I do hope that you will

As Friends we are keen to
support BGO where we can.
We hope to be sending out
another parcel to Monserrat in
the near future. The second
parcel that went by sea to St
Helena arrived just before
Christmas. This box was filled
with resources and uniform for
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides
and Rangers, There were also
lots of crafts items from local
units, who got involved with completing the
St Helena badge.
We shall also be financially supporting
Together 22 at Waddow Hall. We are hoping
that some committee members will be able
to attend to help network with overseas
members and encourage them to join Friends.
Our AGM is in Cambridge on 2 April 2022
There is light lunch from 12.30. Some
members will be staying for the weekend.
We are fortunate to have Dr Rosalind RatzaniParkes as our very special guest speaker, her
title
being “How my experience in
Girlguiding helped me to build my career in
Global Health”. She will be talking to us
about her role as a Consultant specialising in
Infection Control, as well as being a wife and
mother living in the city of Kampala. We are
pleased that she is here working in a
Cambridge hospital at the same time as our
AGM and can give us her valuable time.
We also have a second speaker, Revati
Sanzagiri, whose home is in Goa.
Several of our Committee are going to have
time together at Foxlease, going as
volunteers to do some gardening and spring
cleaning in March. This will give us a chance
to regroup after our time away from each
other and prepare for our AGM, new fundraising ideas etc. All during the pandemic the
Friends Committee have supported each
other through any difficult times.
Please continue to support Friends by
encouraging others to join, being a member
of the 100 club and purchasing some of our
new notelets and calendars.
Chris Glover.

Who’s Who at British Girlguiding
Overseas
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Please send your contributions to Jill Heyes
pr@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
The Summer newsletter will be published after Together 22
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