Autumn 2019 Issue

News from
British Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner Diane’s autumn
message
Hello everyone,

wonder how many girls this guiding year will
have the opportunity for international and
local travel through BGO guiding? Adventure
both in and outside of the unit meeting place
are the moments that last a life time for the
girls….and volunteers.
BGO members were very active participants
in the #PlasticPromise #FutureGirlActs social
week in October. Many thanks for your
enthusiasm, dedication and action towards
the battle against plastic use. This newsletter
is a glimpse at some of the things you did
during this week confirming that we want our
voice to be heard and are good planet
protectors. If you haven’t made your
#PlasticPromise you can still do so –
information is still on the Girlguiding website.
If you missed downloading the UMA connected
to the theme, please let me know
and I will send it to you.
Thank you to The Hague for
inviting me to celebrate their 50th
anniversary in October. I had a
lovely day with the
girls and volunteers
at an arts workshop where we
danced, acted and sang. I was
honoured to present 4 guides
with their Baden Powell awards
– well done girls!

I hope that you have had a
great return to weekly guiding
after a fantastic summer?
Compass ’19 was a huge
success as you will have seen
by the special edition
newsletter that came out at
its close. Girls and volunteers
tried out lots of new
challenges, made friends,
learnt new things and had fun. It was lovely
to see so many volunteers and girls there. My
sincere thanks to everyone who gave up lots
of their time to make the event a true
success.
I hope that you will have seen on our website
STOP PRESS as well as social media, that we
will go to Waddow Hall from 25 - 30th July
2021 for the next BGO event…. Action 21.
C a m p i n g , B r o w n i e Pa c k H o l i d a y a n d
traditional BGO activities as well as new
adventures will be offered so please mark the
dates in your diaries. I’m already looking
forward to seeing lots of you there.
The BGO contingent to the World Scout
Jamboree had a fabulous time and
you can read more about this in the
newsletter
along with
Welcome to our autumn 2019 newsletter.
news about
We have so much exciting news for you in this
the trips
edition plus all the amazing reports and pictures
N o r t h
from around the world of BGO so I really hope you
will find plenty to interest you.
Germany
Please don’t forget also to check the website and
guides then
social media for any important information.
Toulouse and Mauzac guides and
rangers had to Our Chalet as well as
Munich rangers visit to Austria. I

I’m delighted to let you know that Sandy
Hennis has accepted our invitation to become
our BGO ambassador. Sandy came to Compass
to talk to leaders and girls about her Ice
Maiden adventure across the Antarctic. She
enthralled us all with her energy and passion
that women can do everything that they want
to do with effort and determination – the
same message that every BGO volunteer
wants to pass on to the girls in her care.
Sandy will be supporting us by coming to
events as well as via social media.

sleepover or camp comes to the fore again.
Gathering and laying the materials for the
fire, filling up the water buckets, the flicker
of the first flames then cooking, singing and
toasting marshmallows is another of those
wonderful guiding moments.
Happy faces, happy voices, happy girls and
volunteers – that’s what guiding is all about.
Have a fabulous time with your units until our
next newsletter. Best wishes

Diane
Guiding Development
Hello to everyone from a very autumnal
UK! I hope you all had a wonderful summer
and a well earned rest. It was fantastic to
see so many of you having such a great
time at Compass, whether you were with
the girls or in the sessions that our
fabulous trainers delivered.

Our BGO award committee has now been in
existence for a year. Have you thought of
someone you would like the committee to
know about? Thanks and recognition is so
important and I would continue to encourage
you all to let Adele, the chair of the awards
committee, know of that special person that
BGO should recognise. You can find
information about the awards on the BGO
website and can always contact Adele for
more information. Surprising someone who
would never think themselves a candidate for
a BGO award is one of the best moments in
guiding life, so please put your thinking caps
on – saying thank you and rewarding
exceptional service is open to ALL BGO
volunteers whatever their responsibility in
guiding.
Finally there will be the opportunity to apply
for some region adviser roles in early 2020 as
BGO advisers come to the end of their terms.
If you’re interested in knowing more, keep
your eye on the BGO website as more details
will follow in January.
So as the weather slowly cools down and
nights drawn in, activities around a camp fire
whether that be during a meeting or

Well deserved congratulations go to
Amanda Eliades, who was presented with
her Trainer Qualification at Compass and a
huge thank you to all of the trainers for all
of the work that went into the sessions
that made up the training programme!
Alongside the trainings at Compass, there
was also Peer Educator training taking
place. This was the first time we have
been able to offer this opportunity at a
residential event and it was absolutely
fantastic to see the girls thoroughly
enjoying themselves in their sessions too.
Thank you to the team who made this
training possible and gave the girls such an
excellent experience.
I am very much looking forward to seeing
lots of you in the coming months as First
Response and A Safe Space trainings in Asia
and the Middle East take place. We’ll soon
have plans for 2020 in place too, so more
information will be available shortly. If you
have any questions regarding any other
matter I can help with, you are always
very welcome to get in touch.
Finally I want to thank all the incredible
volunteers of BGO for everything you do – I
am always amazed by your generosity and
commitment. Enjoy the new term!

Hazel

A message from our new
BGO Ambassador Major
Sandy Hennis
Hi everyone,
I’m really excited to be joining BGO and
hope to meet many of you during my time
in the role. I love adventures and am a
huge believer in having a go at things, our
bodies are amazing and can do so much if
we are willing to give it a try.
One of my favourite trips, cycling across
the Salar de Uyuni in Bolivia happened
when I didn’t know what to expect but
went with an open mind. I hope you are
all having lots of adventures, whether big
or small, making friends and smiling on
life.

Cycling in Bolivia

Sandi
Nepal

The Alps

Important webinar training
opportunity
Last year Girlguiding piloted a series of online
live classroom learning experiences. These
were aimed at current leaders and facilitating
the transition from one programme to the
other. Since then a whole new generation of
new leaders has joined the organisation and
require elements of training for
their leadership qualification.
HQ are providing a schedule of such events
for these leaders and they can be accessed at
lots of different times of the day and at
weekends to help make learning easy. They
may be accessed here. https://
go.girlguiding.org.uk/learning-opportunity/
(the leader will need to be signed into GO)
Or find out more at..
girlguiding.org.uk/making-guiding-happen/
learning-and-development/leadership-skills
For those that are interested in making the
programme work in BGO then one of the
webinars will be delivered by myself and
Diane Card, both used to working within BGO.
The date for this is January 14th 2020 at
19.30 UK time. Just go online to register.

Exciting outdoor and international announcements.
More details to follow but save the dates!

Action ’21 is the BGO summer event for 2021.
it will be at Girlguiding Waddow Hall from 25
to 30 June 2021. Fully catered camping and
indoor accommodation options. Exciting
programme with adventurous and traditional
activities, full training programme alongside
the event. More details to follow.

Camp Viva 2021 is to be held between 4th & 10th April 2021 and all countries and regions in the UK are
being invited to send a group of 6 Guides and 2 adults. If any BGO unit or district would like to put
together a group to attend then please express your interest to the email below.
The Camp will be held on a site just outside Málaga, Spain and is about 20 minutes from the airport.
Various activities are to be arranged during the week including a hike along the Caminito de los Reyes and
trips to Málaga city.
It is estimated that the fully inclusive cost will be 400€ per girl not including flights, travel and health
insurance and the girls will be expected to fundraise part of the sum.
In addition we are looking for a SERVICE crew. (16+) This crew would be available from the day before
(3rd) and day after (11th) and we are looking for many roles including catering, administrative positions
and social media promotion as well as general help.
For further information or to apply for a role in the service crew please contact
campviva2021@gmail.com

108 units from BGO and Branches signed up for
#PlasticPromise. Here are some BGO activities.

Toulouse Rainbows

Nicosia Guides
Bucharest District put our plastic end
to end, and the girls measured the
line to be as long as a bottlenose
dolphin, a blue whale and two orcas.
Guide Zoey has her own ‘anti plastic’
website, which she shared to
introduce our event.

Girlguiding The Hague

1st Springs Brownies,
Dubai, made an Art Attack
picture - a wave, dolphins,
birds, clouds and the sun.

1st Djursholm
Rainbows, Sweden

1st Starnberg (Munich)
Rainbows and Brownies
had some amazing
creatures including their
own woodland ones, but
they really took their
plastic promise very
seriously’

Stop Press:

1st Akrotiri Rainbows were visited by Pudsey Bear and
filmed for BBC Children in Need 2019. They did a beach
clean as part of Future Girls Acts#PlasticPromise.

1st Munich Rangers made a
dolphin head to symbolise
that no animals should have
to eat plastic.

Queen’s Guide Adviser
There have been some changes to the Queen's
Guide syllabus. If you are currently working
on your Queen's Guide Award you will still be
able to use your old book, but you will need
to work with the new syllabus. Details of the
changes are available online at https://
www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/ourbadges-and-activities/badge-finder/queensguide-award/.
As part of these changes, in
order to help candidates
easily identify what
opportunities can be
counted towards Element 4 Service in Guiding, a new
icon has been introduced.
This will be used on the BGO website when
opportunities arise that can be counted
towards this section, so please keep your eyes
open! There is information about this icon on
the Girlguiding website. If you have any
questions about what can count towards the
syllabus or about completing the Queen's
Guide award, please contact Bethan at
bgoqueensguideadvisor@gmail.com

Bethan Howells
Recent Awards
Congratulations to Elin Howells (left) who was
presented with her Queen’s Guide Award at
Compass and to Vicki Henderson who
attended the Queen’s Guide ceremony in the
House of Lords on 26 October.

Congratulations also to Donna Koulinos of
Cyprus on being awarded a BGO Good Service
Award.

Peer Group Education
20 New Peer Educators!
At Compass 2019, 20 new Peer Educators
were trained to deliver Think Resilient
sessions for Brownie, Guide and Senior
Section units! This is a fantastic opportunity
for you to get a new Peer Educator into your
unit to run a session all about mental health
and wellbeing. Our new Peer Educators are
based in:
Paris
•
Brussels
•
The Hague
•
Munich
•
Lanzarote
•
Dubai
•
Muscat
•
Kuala Lumpur
•
Singapore
•
If you don’t already know the Peer Educators
in your local area and would like to enquire
about a session please do get in touch at
e.plant@btconnect.com.

Emma Plant
New BGO 18-30 co-ordinator
Hi, I'm Brooke and I am the new BGO 18-30
coordinator.
I've been a member of Girlguiding for nearly
21 years and have guided (and
Scouted) in the South West of
England, Scotland, France
and Spain. I currently live in
Madrid, where I am all alone,
as unfortunately there's just
not enough expat families
here. I am super excited to
take on this new venture and
I am hoping people will join
me in trying to gather all the
18-30 BGO members together.
I am currently just getting things moving, but
I have set up a Facebook group 'BGO 18-30' or,
if you don't have Facebook or for any
questions, please drop me an email at
bgo1830@yahoo.com.
Look forward to starting this journey
together.

Around the World of BGO
Benelux and France County
International Haarlem Jamborette

Guides and Rangers from Brussels & Waterloo
attended the International Haarlem
Jamborette this summer. The theme was
Steam Punk and the attendees competed to
gain kinetics and save the time machine. We
visited the railway museum in Utrecht, went
to the beach and to Walabi, and participated
in various activities on site. There was a day
hiking either in the surrounding polders or in
the town of Leiden. The girls also enjoyed the
onsite time to get to know the other people
at the camp.

Congratulations to Caitlin, 1st Brussels
Rangers whose design was chosen to be made
into BGO’s new
Yo u n g Pe r s o n ’s
Aw a r d . C o u n t y
Commissioner
Emma presented
her with the first

badge in a frame in the presence of Ranger
Leader Sabrina, District Commissioner Jane,
who is also Caitlin’s mother and Diane on
Skype!
(Don’t miss the notice about this award on
page 11.)
Con grat ulat i on s t o
Girlguiding The Hague
on celebrating their
50th birthday. As you
will have seen from her
introduction, Diane was
there to join in the
celebrations.

Europe County
Germany
Julie Pollington reports on the closure
of Bielefeld and Paderborn Districts.
The main part of drawdown of British Forces
from Germany took place this summer. This
meant that all Guiding units in Bielefeld
District and 4 out of 6 units in Paderborn
District have now closed.
The Bielefeld units had a trip to an indoor
play centre as their final event, well
attended and enjoyed by all. Some of the
girls and adults from Bielefeld have moved to
Paderborn, so have been able to stay in
Girluiding in Germany. Others have joined
units in other areas. Leaders in Paderborn
District organised a trip to an outdoor
adventure park. On arrival back at the local
school, a closing ceremony was held for girls
and parents, with Gold Awards being given to
2 Rainbows and 3 Brownies. ALQ Certificates
were also presented.
This was quite an emotional occasion, which
concluded with Rainbows, Brownies and
Guides on the stage saying their respective
promises. Many of these girls and leaders
have already moved on to units in the UK and
other parts of BGO, with lots of happy
memories of their time in Germany.

Sennelager Guides visit to Our Chalet

Germany, Stuttgart

Knowing that the unit was going to close, 1st
Sennelager Guides wanted to visit Our Chalet
as a unit. On arrival, after the tour of Our
Chalet, we were given information about the
“Action on Body Confidence” sessions that we
would be working through during the week.
Our group of 11 girls and 6 leaders was the
only group in
the Chalet that
w e e k .
Everyone did
really well and
participated in
every session,
every trip,
even having a
go at activities
outside their
comfort zone. Some of the most memorable
activities were probably the snow tubing and
the traditional walk to the woodcarver’s hut.
The Chalet staff and volunteers were
fantastic and the range of picnic spots
became even more beautiful as the week
went on. The Chalet team arranged a quiz
evening with a very friendly local musician
playing the traditional Swiss Alp Horn. This
was followed by a chocolate fondue which
was definitely one of the food highlights of
the week.

I am so excited I have
all my badges! Lola
from Stuttgart
Rainbows has written
Some of my favourite
badges were:
Pets Badge- I got to do
this in Australia with
my Grandpa and Grandpa on holidays helping
look after their horses, cats and dogs.
The construction one- My dad builds race cars
so my mum said he could help me do this
badge. We used lots of sticks and a glue gun
to make an A Frame birds house. It was so fun
doing a project with him. She also did Story
Badge, Recycling Badge and Agility Badge.
Lola will soon be moving to a Gumnuts unit in
Australia and wants to show off her badges.

Bucharest, Romania
Bucharest Brownies and Guides enjoyed a city
walk and a country walk to meet the
Rainbows in a clearing of a nearby forest.
Working in teams, we used a compass to
explore the forest further, carefully selected
matter to build a birds nest, identified why
some animals are in danger and had fun

Most of the unit members have now moved on
to other places, but the memories will go
with them and who knows, some of us will
probably meet up at some point at another
guiding event somewhere.

Germany, Munich
In the summer, Clare Kendall (centre) was
presented with her Ambassador’s badge. Clare
is the wife of the Consul General. Also
featured are Carol Gordon, Julie Eaton,
Victoria Ryan and Carole Harwick.

recognising distractions when crossing a busy
road. We were joined afterwards by parents
coming to witness their daughter say her
promise.

Rachel Eglinton

Cyprus
Congratulations to District Commissioner for
East and Central Donna
Koulinos who was
awarded a BGO Good
Service brooch at the
Cyprus AGM on 26/10/19.
The whole
Division are delighted.
A HUGE well
done to Akrotiri
Rainbows and Brownies on raising
€430 at their bake sale in aid of
Children in Need on October 9th and
thank you to their leaders for
organising it.
Amanda Eliades

Asia County
Jakarta Rainbows, Brownies, Guides &
Rangers kicked off the new school year by
joining the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts for a
Jamboree and
P i c n i c .
Activities
included den
building, tent
pitching,
knots and
pioneering,
de-coding

encrypted messages, home skills including
lighting a candle, laying a table and tying
shoelaces, edible campfires, and a Get Active
section with traditional Indonesian games.
The Rainbow Garden Party and the Brownie
Santa Sleepover are coming up soon, but the

Guides have already had a fun
guiding history themed
sleepover, learning semaphore
and enjoying a menu of
wartime recipes using rationed
ingredients.
Louise Kennedy

Important WAGGGS Survey
At the 36th World Conference, Motion 32 was
passed asking the World Board to investigate
why more young women are not standing for
governance positions. And so, the Young
Women Research Team (YWRT) was created
10 young women aged 18-30, with two
representatives from each Region. We have
attended each Regional Conference to raise
awareness of this project. We interviewed
members of the World Board, Regional
Committee and Nomination Committee, as
well as talking to members but we need to do
more!
Dawn (Malta) and Beth (UK) are the European
Regional representatives on the Research
Team, which has created online surveys to
help gather as much data as possible. It’s
important to share best practice to progress
and encourage intergenerational work.
Have your voice heard and support us by
completing and sharing our surveys.
Your answers will help us to write a report,

with suggestions to overcome any barriers
stopping more young women from taking up
decision making roles. This will then be
presented at the next world conference.

Around the World of BGO
BGO Contingent at the World
Scout Jamboree West Virginia
On July 19th eight Senior Section members of
BGO from Dubai, Germany, France and
Belgium and one leader from Dubai joined
with members of British Scouting Overseas to
form a Unit of 36 young people and 4 leaders
to fly to USA to take part in the World Scout
Jamboree 2019.
There were going to be
45,000 people camping at Summit Bechtel in
West Virginia, quite a daunting number! We
started off with the whole UK Contingent
flying into New York; there were 3 units of 40
on the same plane which made for an
entertaining journey!! We had a whistle stop
tour of NY City - the patrols all managed to
see many famous sites and we had a unit trip
on a speedboat to the Statue of Liberty.
From there we had a long coach journey to
the Jamboree site. The 10 days onsite at the
World Scout Jamboree at Summit Bechtel
were filled with high adventure, new
friendships, awesome ceremonies and
cultural experiences Luckily no brown bears
invaded our site though they were spotted in
the vicinity!! After the 10 days of amazing
on-site Jamboree experiences the UK
Contingent travelled to Washington for a few
days, where we all attended a baseball game,
participated in some organised events and
explored the sites of Washington DC. Onwards
from there on another very long coach
journey our unit went over to Canada to stay
on a hosted Canadian campsite. We had the
amazing opportunity to visit the Niagara
Falls, definitely a highlight.
All in all this
was an amazing International opportunity for
all of us - it was challenging at times, lots of
fun was had, new experiences were gained,
some amazing friendships were forged both
within our unit between BGO & BSO and of
course with the wider world communities as
there were so many different nationalities
taking part. Everyone came back with a
wealth of experiences to talk about and
enthused to try other international
experiences.
Caroline Coleman, International Adviser

Trefoil Guilds in Foreign
Countries.
Members of the Bermuda Trefoil
Guild held a most enjoyable
meeting in October. It appears that word
is getting out about the camaraderie that
exists within our group because we were
delighted to have 3 new members join us!
The formal part of
the meeting took
place with the
'business' of the
Guild being dealt
with.
Thereafter
members of the
group, having been
forewarned to
think of something that they could share,
related various short and amusing and/or
heart-warming stories relating to former
Guiding experiences that they had had. We
were all delighted with the stories, some
funny, some touching, all of which evoked
memories of some of our 'Glory Days'.
Following on from this it was photo-time
before everyone got to enjoy the opportunity
to chat over tea and cookies before the
meeting concluded.
It was good to see 5 TGIFC/BGO members
at the Trefoil Gathering in Swanwick in
October. It was a great opportunity to
meet up and to try our hands at new
activities - steel drums, water colours,

lacemaking, a singing
session and a ceilidh,
plus good food and good
company.
Glen Aston, Chair

Archivist
Archives are not always about what happened
a very long time ago. Sometimes it is
important to save photos and documents now
so that they will become archives in the
future.
This is how 1st Bucharest Guides, Brownies
and Rainbows will be remembered in the
future.

Will your units be remembered in the BGO
archives, in the future?
Send photos and information to
glenarchivist@british-girlguidingoverseas.org.uk

Awards Stop Press!
Have you ever seen a Rainbow face up to a
rampaging rhino? Or a Guide and Ranger
bridging a chasm with lolly sticks lashed
together? The answer is probably not.
But have you seen a Rainbow, Brownie, Guide
or Ranger deal with a difficult situation with
courage and cheerfulness? Maybe you know a
girl who has made huge changes in her
community or bravely stepped in to a
situation to help others where she can.

Did you know that we have a Young Person’s
Award for just those girls?
This is not an award for completing
many badges in record time - these
have their own reward. It is for those
girls who live their Promise in a very
real and exceptional way, putting
others before themselves and
meeting challenges with strength and
thoughtfulness. Please consider nominating
them for an award.
You will find the nomination forms on the
BGO website alongside the Good Service
Award for adults.
Nominations for both Awards should be
received by February 22nd 2020.
Adele Steele, Chair BGO Awards Committee

Friends of BGO
Firstly, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank BGO units for
producing such a wonderful
newsletter full of lovely pictures of
what you are doing in your units. I
can’t begin to tell you how much
these newsletters are appreciated
particularly by many of our older members
who cannot receive them online. I also post
and send about 20 copies printed in colour.
We have received several comments from
these friends to say how much they look
forward to receiving news from their old units
and to hear about guiding in countries where
they used to live.
Several of our members enjoyed attending
the Friends’ day at Compass 19, catching up
with old friends and making new. Indeed,
thanks to Anne Brien, we have 12 new Friends
members. Welcome to you all. If you missed
your opportunity at Compass please join us by
using keepintouchbgo@gmail.com. Further
details on our website Friends’ Page. We
would love to hear from you. At Compass we
also had the opportunity of selling our new
Friends badges and notelets. We received
some lovely feedback from leaders whose
badges, which they and their units produced,
were being used on the notelets.

One of our Committee reports “So pleased
that I was able to visit Compass 19, albeit
only briefly. I had the chance to attend 3
leader trainings, chat with several members
and above all join in the fun. BGO Leaders
always bring their own unique viewpoint to
trainings which to me, being UK based, is very
welcome and refreshing.
The buzz both
inside the centre and out by the lake was
palpable. Something I always look forward to
with BGO. BGO do fun so well!”
The Committee are looking forward to staying
at Foxlease in November when we hope to
produce our Trefoil Challenge Badge as well
as looking for other fundraising and how to
increase our numbers in Friends.
Jane Sheridan has organised our AGM in
Bruges. We have now bookings for all of our
allocated rooms in the hotel and booked train
seats. If you still wish to attend our and you
are happy to make your own travel and
accommodation arrangements, we would be
delighted to see you, especially if you live
locally. Please contact me for further
information on friendsbgo@gmail.com.
Lastly, please contact us if you would like
some financial support for your unit or
activities. We are able to assist you with
small bursaries for travel or any other
expenditure that you are finding hard to
fund. Thank you once again for keeping us
informed with what you do and are planning
for the future.

Christine Glover,
Chair of Friends

Who’s Who at British Girlguiding Overseas

Deadline for next newsletter 22 February 2020
Please send your items to the editor, Jill Heyes
jillpr@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
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