Autumn 2020 issue

News from British
Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner Diane’s Autumn
Message
Hello everyone
After our frequent lockdown bulletins showing
what our BGO girls, young women and
volunteers did during the
summer while completing the
Stay at Home challenge, it’s
great to welcome you to this
Autumn BGO newsletter.
As we all know, Covid brought
restrictions and our face to
face guiding stopped to be
replaced with meetings via
various internet platforms, some of which
continued throughout the summer months.
This also meant that our commissioners
conference was transferred to a virtual
meeting. We were delighted that Amanda
Medler, our Chief Guide, and Sandy Hennis
our Ambassador joined us along with our
trainers, advisers and executive members.
Over 80% of our commissioners took part in
the week long training sessions which was
fantastic. We discussed many topics including
a welcome to our new commissioners,
growing guiding, risk assessments, governance
and of course safe space. The feedback that
we have received has been extremely positive
and we are planning to offer more virtual
commissioner training sessions throughout the
coming year along with our regular leader
trainings. Hazel will give you more
information about these, I’m sure.
During the summer while in the UK, I was
able to present Emma from Kuala Lumpur
with her Commonwealth Award brooch.
This award has been continued in the
Guide and Ranger programme as it is a
WAGGGS resource. It involves a lot of hard
work, determination and girls need to be

very curious to learn about other
Commonwealth countries and traditions. I
was delighted to be able
to chat (while respecting
social distancing) with
Emma about her fantastic
achievement. Well done!
While face to face
guiding may not be so
easy and available at the moment, virtual
guiding is continuing and I been invited to
join meetings and events during this special
time. As such I’ve « visited » Bermuda where I
had a lovely guided tour of the Guide hut and
met some of the leaders, I’ve met the leaders
in Singapore while attending a district
meeting, chatted with others in Dubai,
Azerbaijan, Spain and Jakarta and have been
to award presentations in The Netherlands
and Belgium. I was disappointed to not be
able to connect to a Guide Gold award
presentation for three Guides in October in
Singapore where the leaders also said thank
you and goodbye to Anita and Alison as their
terms as District Commissioners finished. A
personal thank you from me as well Anita and
Alison for all that you have done while being
DCs, you’ve been great.
We have exciting news during these special
times too. We are working on changing our
website so that it aligns better with phones,

Welcome to our autumn 2020 newsletter.
An edition full of introductions and important
announcements plus a great report on 50 years of
guiding in Dubai.
Please also check the website and social media for
any important information.

tablets and computers. This work is being led
by Patrick and he is being helped by Bethan
and Jill. Many, many thanks for everything
that you are doing and we are looking
forward to seeing the new site later this year.
We also have new advisers and executive
members.
Jenny is the new County Commissioner for
BeneLux and France County and Hannah is our
new young member on the BGO executive
committee. Emma G is our new Queen’s
Guide adviser, Emma N is our new OAA (and
guiding with Amanda for the next year), Ruth
is our new international adviser (and guiding
with Caroline for the next year), Adele is our
new inclusion adviser and Vicki is our new
Young Leader adviser. They will tell you more
about themselves later in this newsletter.
Welcome ladies to the BGO team.
While we may not all be able to guide as we
did earlier this year, any opportunity we can
offer to girls and young women in our care
using a variety of communication tools is
wonderful and very valuable. My sincere
thanks for all that you are doing to keep in
touch with everyone in your part of BGO.
I hope that you will enjoy reading this Autumn
newsletter!
Best wishes

Diane
Guiding Development
Hello Everyone,
I hope that you and all your families have
managed to enjoy some time off since our
last newsletter.
It’s been such a strange summer and it’s been
wonderful to see how brilliantly supportive
you have all been to the girls, and indeed to
everyone involved in BGO.
I really want to say a huge thank you to all of
you who have been giving up extra time for
the trainings that we’ve been able to deliver
online during this time too. There are future
trainings for Commissioners already planned,
following on from our conference, the first of
which will be in November - so if you are a

Commissioner you will receive details of that
soon.
We’re also planning to make some extra, BGO
only, trainings available in the coming weeks
and months for all leaders to be able to
attend. These will be available in addition to
the HQ run webinar trainings that you are
already able to access, (please do go ahead
and book yourself on any of these HQ sessions
via GO if you would like to), so if you have
any requests or suggestions for our BGO
session topics I would love to hear from you
with them at gdev@british-girlguidingoverseas.org.uk.
A special thank you too, to everyone who has
completed the mandatory A Safe Space
trainings as required for their roles. Please
do’t worry if you haven’t had chance as yet
as there are a few more weeks left for you to
complete them, but please do get in touch if
you are having any difficulties at all, as the
date for having them complete is drawing
near, and there are lots of ways that I and the
Training team can help you so that you can
continue to be a part of Girlguiding in 2021
and beyond.
Take care and stay safe and well.

Hazel
Outdoor Activities
Greetings to you all near and far. Our
‘outdoor’ and ‘adventure’ had to temporarily
stop at the start of the global lockdown.
However, as expected, it wasn’t long before
many of our leaders were finding exciting and
novel ways to bring back guiding and
adventure to the girls through a variety of
virtual platforms. Well done, if you were able
to do this, whilst juggling your family and
work lives as well.
Many of our girls took part in the Stay at
Home challenge – it’s been great reading
some of the interesting things that girls did to
complete the challenges. A unique
‘adventure’ for them all. Across our BGO
world, there have been virtual camps, virtual
overnights, virtual badge nights, quizzes,
fitness and dance evenings. A fantastic effort

to bring the ‘outdoors’ alive ‘indoors’. Some
of you have now started meeting face to
face, a great opportunity to find creative
ways of meeting outdoors and in, whilst
following all the guidelines and keeping
everyone safe.
As many of you will already know, regrettably
our Action ’21 BGO event, due to take place
at Waddow,
Lancashire,
in July 2021,
has been
postponed
until summer
2022. It was a very difficult decision to take
and we are all very sad that we won’t be able
to meet face to face in 2021, however with
the uncertainty around travel, possible
quarantine measures both in the UK and our
BGO countries, as well as concerns over how
we would be able to keep everyone safe
while on camp, we felt that postponing the
event was the best decision to take.
However, we don’t want to miss out on
camping and celebrating together completely
in 2021 and so we would like to offer
everyone a virtual Action '21 and we hope
that many of you will be able to take part. A
survey will be sent out shortly to all our
members asking for as many of your ideas as
possible for Action ’21. Please take time to
complete the survey, giving us as many
suggestions as you can. An Action ’21 planning
team will then be formed to bring your event
to life. Let us know if you would like to join
us in planning the event.
I am really delighted that Emma Nalson will
be working alongside me for the next year
and in the planning of Action ’21, before
taking on the role of OAA next summer. We
look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at Action ’21. Let’s make it a great
event of fun and adventure and one to
remember!
Amanda Weldon
We are delighted to welcome a record
number of new Executive members and
Advisers to the BGO Team. Congratulations
to them all.

Barbara Ferris,
County Commissioner Europe
After being a Brownie and Guide in the late
1970s in Belfast, I didn’t return until I had a
daughter of my own who began Rainbows,
then Brownies. Sitting in a
cold car park, too far to get
home and back before the
meeting ended, I offered help
and the rest, as they say, is
history! I’m certain this is the
same story for many of us.
We moved to France in 2008 and I began in
Guides moving to Brownies and Rainbows and
becoming District Commissioner. Before
moving to Germany from France in 2018, I
was appointed County Commissioner for
Europe.
Europe is a huge county, stretching from
Cyprus in the east to Lanzarote and Tenerife
in the west. We have units in Athens,
Slovakia, Romania, Spain, Switzerland,
Norway, Sweden, Germany as well as Cyprus,
Lanzarote and Tenerife and soon, we hope,
Portugal.
With the huge distances between many units
it has been a challenge to try to make units
feel part of something larger and as finding
training opportunities for leaders has
required creativity and flexibility.
In 2019 I returned to Northern Ireland to my
old Brownie unit, very enjoyable until of
course lockdown impacted us like
everyoneelse. We are still not meeting and
contact with the girls in a unit is something
that I really miss at the moment. I have also
returned to my previous job as a children’s
nurse which, in the current situation, has
been challenging but very fulfilling.
Guiding has always been a positive light in my
life, whether in the 1970s in a Belfast that
was not the easiest place to live, to moving
countries when you feel a little disorientated
and a fellow leader is always a welcome
friendly face. If our units can offer that to
the girls and the leaders then we are doing
very well indeed with the added bonus of
challenge, fun, new friendships and of course
badges galore!

Jennifer Chamberlin, County Commissioner
BeneLux and France
I left the UK for France in 1999 and spent
years thinking that my guiding
was behind me, that there was
I no way I could go back to it
or for my daughter to
experience it.
But life is full of surprises and
after making some lucky connections, I
helped to launch a Brownie and Guide unit
near Disneyland Paris. We’ve had the best fun
over the last 5 years. I’ve also been serving as
County Secretary for British Girlguiding
Overseas Benelux and France.
After 20 years as assistant/secretary it’s a
huge challenge to take the lead, but one I’m
very excited about and I’m looking forward to
serving the girls and leaders in my new role.
When I’m not guiding I can be found running
my own business and supporting my
multilingual entrepreneur clients with general
admin, translations, social media and project
management or looking after my two kids
who make sure my feet stay firmly planted on
the ground. We live near Paris and love the
French way of life.
Hannah Copner, Executive young
member
Hi, I’m Hannah, currently a
first-year university student
a t B a n g o r U n i v e r s i t y,
studying music. I have been
involved in Girlguiding since
joining Rainbows when I
was 5 and I have enjoyed
part in many activities and
camps over the years, including being part of
the BGO contingent at the World Scout
Jamboree. Outside of guiding I keep myself
busy with playing the flute, singing,
swimming, reading and hanging out with
friends. I am very happy to have taken on this
role, both to remain really involved in
Guiding but also to give back to such an
amazing organization!
Emma Nalson, Outdoor Activities Adviser
I joined Brownies on my 7th birthday and I
guess you could say I have been involved in

the organisation ever since. I
qualified as an assistant Brownie
leader in my hometown of
Leicester before going off to
college. I helped with Brownies in
Cambridge for a year while I was working
there and then moved to Nottingham, where I
decided it was time for a change from
Brownies and moved on to Guides. I was a
leader with a unit there for about 10 years
before my husband’s work brought us to
Belgium in 2002. In Brussels, when I arrived I
was asked if I would consider helping with
Rainbows as the unit required a leader and
the Guides had a full team. After a couple of
years I returned to Guides, opening the 2nd
Brussels unit which I led until taking on the
role of District Commissioner for Brussels &
Waterloo. For the last 5 years I have been
leader for 1st Brussels Guides as well as
County Commissioner for BENELUX & France.
A role I am currently handing over to Jenny
Chamberlin from Paris. Outdoor adventure
and in particularly camping are my passions in
guiding I see them as great opportunities to
build self confidence in our young members. I
look forward to working with leaders across
BGO to provide more outdoor activities, even
in these challenging times.
Ruth Barsby, International Adviser
Hello, My name is Ruth and I
am the new BGO
international adviser
currently working alongside
Caroline. Since I was five
years old I have been a
member of Girlguiding. I
have enjoyed moving
through the sections as well
as finding my passion for international travel.
I have been lucky enough to travel as far
afield as Taiwan, Malawi, The Falkland
Islands, India and Australia as a member of
Girlguiding. I have also enjoyed lots of
personal travel including travelling to
Madagascar and South Africa.
Twice I have taken part in GOLD (Guiding
Overseas Linked with Development), first as a
member of a team and then as a leader. I

have also lead an international trip to Taiwan
representing Midlands Region in the UK. I
have also volunteered at Sangam, the
WAGGGS World Centre in India. I am
extremely excited about working in
partnerships with members across BGO to
encourage everyone to experience
international guiding. This could include
virtually, at a unit meeting, experiencing an
international visit to another country and
encouraging leaders across BGO to gain their
international travelling abroad modules once international travel is safely allowed.
Alongside a passion for international I enjoy
running attending a Dutch running club. In my
working career I am an Early Years Foundation
Stage Teacher working at an International
school in The Netherlands and a Head of
House for our school, where I moved to in
2019 from the UK.
I look forward to meeting with you virtually,
hearing from you, reading what you’re doing
and hopefully meeting in the future.
Adele Steel. Inclusion Adviser
I think that many of you know me after my 18
years with BGO in the Middle East. I am now,
slowly, getting used to life in the UK again.
The weather here in Aberdeen is quite
challenging after all that sunshine.
I am running a Ranger unit and,
pre Covid, was an assistant Leader
at my daughter’s Brownie unit.
Sadly, as with many units, it looks
as though the Brownie unit will be
in suspension on our return to face
to face guiding. But I have no
doubt that, given time, it will be
resurrected. It’s great to be spending time
with my adult children after so long with us
living in different countries. I am hoping that
they feel the same way!
The current conditions have made life a bit
trickier for all of us. It isn’t a pleasant
situation for any of us. But these things will
not last forever.
I am delighted to have been invited to join
the Advisers Team as inclusion adviser. This is
a completely new role so I will be writing the
job description as I go along. Girlguiding is

putting in a lot of work with professionals and
lead volunteers to strengthen our inclusion
policy.
My view on the role thus far, is being here to
answer any questions you may have about
supporting our girls and adults. We want
everyone to get as much out of Girlguiding as
we can taking into account their individual
needs. I certainly won’t have all the answers,
but as policies and strategies are rewritten, I
will know where to go to get them.
Please feel free to email me with any
questions, concerns or comments and I will do
my best to help. I am really looking forward
to this new challenge to help make
Girlguiding accessible to all.
Em Glendinning, Queen’s Guide Adviser
I'm delighted to be re-joining the BGO family
as Queen's Guide adviser. Being a Queen’s
Guide myself I know the amazing experiences,
memories and skills it can give you and I’m
looking forward to supporting members of
BGO to gain as much as they can from the
award.
I joined Girlguiding aged 7 and
have been a member ever
since. After Guides I was a
young leader with both
Rainbows and Guides before
finding the section I love the
most and becoming a Brownie
leader while at university.
During my university studies I
threw myself into SSAGO (Student Scout and
Guide Organisation), restarting the club at
Swansea University before becoming national
secretary then chair. I've been lucky enough to
experience international trips to Kenya, Japan
and Tunisia, centenary stampede across
Europe (where I first met BGIFC) and was part
of the international service team at the World
Scout Jamboree in 2007.
In 2014 we decided to have an adventure and
headed to Singapore to work for a few years. I
was set on getting involved in local guiding but
there was no chance of being a leader if I
wasn’t a teacher, so I got in touch with BGO
and never looked back. I assisted with the best
Brownie unit on the east side of the island for 3
years and had an absolute ball. I gained the

Brownie name of ‘Fab Owl’ due to my overenthusiastic use of the word ‘fab’! In our last
year in Singapore I was joint district
commissioner which was really rewarding. Life
has now taken me to south west England
where I’m a Brownie leader and as of this year
a member of the local Trefoil Guild.
When I’m not guiding I enjoy hill walking and
play a bit of touch rugby. Professionally I’m a
social researcher, working in the evaluation
team at Ofsted (England’s school and social
care inspectorate). I’m married to Mark, who I
met through SSAGO, and last December we
welcomed our gorgeous daughter, Edith, into
the world. She’s kept us busy this year with
her newest skills being waving and clapping on
demand as well as some wobbly standing!
Vicki Henderson, Young Leader Adviser
I’m Vicki, the new BGO Young Leader Adviser.
I grew up in north Yorkshire, before moving to
Durham and then Glasgow for university and
my PhD. I currently live in Berlin where I’m a
USA Girl Scout senior leader (equivalent to
Rangers) and I work as a Physicist designing
and building laser systems for
experiments in space. As well as
guiding across the UK, I’m also
involved in WAGGGS Europe as a
volunteer on the external relations
team and I represented BGO at last
year’s Juliette Lowe Seminar – a
g l o b a l WA G G G S l e a d e r s h i p
workshop. You may have ‘met’ me
before at the ‘Lead Out Loud’ web roadshow
last June where we explored what leadership
means to us in our lives and met a ‘be who
you can see’ leader.
Lead Out Loud Web-roadshow
In the summer term, guides and rangers from
Brussels, Munich, and Stuttgart, joined Vicki
for an online leadership workshop. We had
lots of fun figuring out what leadership means
to us, and how to grow our own leadership.
We covered the WAGGGS Lead Out Loud
challenge and the WAGGGS leadership
mindsets (a badge is in the works!). In our
final sessions we met Diane Malarik, a barrier
breaking deputy director at NASA, showing us
that 'You can be who you can see'. You can

see Diane with some of the participants in a
zoom group photo!

Vicki will be running more sessions in the
coming months, so please get in touch if
you’re a Guide or Ranger, or a leader in these
sections, to join either in your unit or
independently. The program is completely
online and designed to fit exactly into a
normal meeting time. So it's perfect for
Guiding through the pandemic! Units and girls
will be matched up with other units and girls
so that you can get to know their guiding
sisters across BGO.
The roadshow is part of the 100 girls
challenge for 2019’s Juliette Low Seminar – a
WAGGGS leadership seminar for young
women. Each of the participants have been
challenged to give at least 100 girls a space
to practise leadership and learn about the
new WAGGGS leadership model. With over
1000 participants, that means that you’ll be
part of a group of over 100,000 participants
all over the world! Vicki_h_1@yahoo.co.uk
Awards
We are starting to get more nominations for
awards. The majority of which are impressive
and well deserved. We have also, recently,
received our first nomination for our Young
Persons Award.
It is very important when nominating
someone, or writing a support letter, that you
put in as much detail as you can. Remember
that you know these people really well and,
in most cases, we don’t. Check out the
awards information on the website for some
suggestions. It’s really great to see how many
dedicated and enthusiastic leaders and girls
we have in BGO. The closing date for the next
round of nominations is February 26th 2021.
Adele Steel
Chair of BGO Awards Committee.

Important information about subscriptions.
Please note this applies to MABEL units.
Branches have a separate structure.

Around the World of BGO
Benelux and France County
Several Benelux and France leaders have
received BGO Good Service Awards. In
Brussels Irina Krishnan and Emma Nalson, and
in the Hague Jennifer S. and Liz Boyd.
Brussels days at De Kluis
In Brussels and Waterloo district we are
fortunate to have De Kluis nearby, a
woodland Belgian Scout owned camping

facility. This
year we were
able to make
use of our Autumn booking of the Blockhut.
Two of our smaller Guide units joined
together on the Saturday morning and then
after a good clean and sanitising the
equipment the other Guide unit used the
facility on the Saturday afternoon. Both
groups lit open fires and cooked fish

fingers as well as
completing a
couple of UMA’s.
Then on the
Sunday it was the
turn of the
Brownies who used the facility for games
and activities of their own, including a
short hike and an obstacle course. It was
great to feel that even in 2020 we could
spend time at De Kluis. It was a wonderful
and fun October day.
The Hague
In these challenging times rather thansitting
back and waiting for things to get better,
some Brownies in The Hague. Kate was
determined to finish her Brownie Bronze
award and move on to her Silver award.
Prior to lockdown, Kate and her Brownie
friends completed the “Take Action “theme
and Kate asked what she needed to do for her
Bronze. She already had completed her Skills
Builder for “Have Adventures”, so at home
she completed the final minutes required for
the UMA’s and the Aviation Interest badge.
She didn’t
stop there,
Ka t e we n t
on
to
complete
some more
activities and interest badges, in the various
themes, that will count towards her silver
award. Well done Kate!
Another Brownie, Abigail, completed her
Bronze award with the Aviation interest badge
and some UMA activities, including making a
home for Hedgehogs.
Well done Abigail!
Brownies, Lottie and
Jemima, also kept busy
during lockdown
completing various interest badges, including
painting and inventions.
Jemima, with her sister
who is a Rainbow, took
flowers to their neighbours
at Easter time to give them
a little bit of cheer and to
check they were well. Well done Lottie and
Jemima!

1st Luxembourg Rangers hike
Despite the lockdown, and unfavourable
weather, we persevered with our hike, which
was the first time we had met in person since
Spring of this year. On 27th September we
arrived in the chapel car park at Mersch only
to find it cold and wet. It would have been
nicer had it been a bit less rainy but that
added to the charm of the hike. We started
off nice and gentle – for about 500 meters
before we cast our gaze up to see this
monstrosity of a hill that we would all have to
climb at 9 in the morning. We spent time
examining trees and trying to identify some
of them and we had a lot of time to learn
more about new or unfamiliar members of
our Rangers group. The hill was quite tall, but
it was better to get all the difficult stuff out
of the way first, before we would get tired
towards the end. We passed several cyclists
as we made our way slowly up to the apex. I
wondered how many made it down without
injury. The steepness of the hill topped with
the mud and thin pathways made it
treacherous.
We rested at the top of the hill, to catch our
breaths and have a drink before we were
summoned to the ruins of a small chapel.
Only the foundations were visible, and the
large, central, wooden crucifix was wrapped
in ivy. We had a small break for some snacks
before we were told to get into a single file
(socially – distanced) line. We were told to
remain quiet as we were led towards a
foresty area of the hill. We gathered in a
circle and said the Promise in unison. It was
very peaceful. The sound of rain droplets
hitting the leaves of the trees every now and
again, just lovely. All in all, for our first in
person meeting after months of virtual calls,
it was a really refreshing change.
Harriet and Laura, 1st Luxembourg Rangers
Toulouse
2nd Toulouse Rainbows have been meeting
in a small garden
next to our meeting
place while the
weather has been
good. We’ve had
great fun finishing
the Feel Good and

starting the Reflect Skills Builders and playing
lots of games. We have 5 girls who have just
finished their Silver Award. Every week we
have had 100% attendance and the girls never
want to go home as it’s great fun seeing their
Rainbow friends again.
1st Toulouse Guides have been lucky to have
a park nearby (and generally the weather!) so
we've been able to
mostly meet outside
this half term.
Following on from the
Mars launch we've
been doing some
space
themed
activities - UMAs like
Spaced Out, Man on the Moon, Galactic
Getaways etc. A personal highlight was the
group advertising a trip to Venus - don't
forget your sun hats!!
We've also started Skills Builder Feel Good 3
this term, as we felt the focus on
mindfulness, as well as small ways to keep
active, would be good given the current
circumstances. After half term we will be
switching to online meetings with the chaos
that can bring - we aren't afraid of the 'mute
all' button!!
Ever changing rules and regulations have
obviously made this term one where we've
had to think on our feet somewhat, however
we hope to see our girls face to face as soon
as restrictions allow!

The Falkland Islands
We are delighted to have this report
Hello everyone, I’m Cherie Clifford, the
Commissioner for the Falkland Islands. As one
of the Overseas Branches we have just joined
BGO. We are probably the most southerly of
all the units. I have been in Girlguiding for 30
plus years, having started as a Brownie on
Ascension Island. I have been Commissioner
in the Falkland Islands for the past 9 years
and unfortunately, it’s a struggle getting
someone else to take on the role and
responsibility, but I do love it and I get to
help out across all of the units. The Falkland
Islands have a total of 65 girls in Guiding and
10 Leaders.

The Falkland Islands are made up of some 700
Islands the two main Islands East and West
Falklands being the largest.
The main
population live in Stanley, we have a military
base at Mount Pleasant and settlements
within the Camp (countryside). The girls here
grow up with the freedom to explore the
Islands without any major limitation. We love
exploring the nature that surrounds us.
Due to the cost of travel, the Guides take the
opportunity to attend International camps
every few years, however we do look forward
to meeting all of our BGO family at the next
International event and in the meantime
meeting and working with as many of you
virtually.
Girlguiding News
As with units across the UK and the world we
too had to close our doors following the Covid
pandemic.
However in
the Falkland
I s l a n d s ,
thankfully we
only had 3
cases and
have now
been free for 165+ days. During that time,
we moved our Guiding family from the
Branches Association to join British Guiding
Overseas and hopefully one day we will get to
meet.
With the closure of our schools from March to
May, the Leaders found new and innovative
ways of encouraging the girls to continue with
guiding. Leaders regularly sent out activities
and ideas for parent and the girls were able
to work on their interest badges, sending in
photographs and reports of their
achievements. We were given permission to
return to face to face meeting at the
beginning of September and it was wonderful
to see all of our girls back again, their
enthusiasm in abundance just in
time for our summer adventures,
again we are in a privileged position
as life has returned to normal.
Three of the Rainbows and one of
the Brownies also managed to
achieve their Gold Award and move

Around the World of BGO
along to the next section.
Congratulations to Rainbows: Katie,
Ria, Ava and Brownie Ruby. (Ruby
also achieved all 18 of the Brownie
Interest badges) on a spectacular
achievement and we hope you have
as much fun and more in Brownies
and Guides.

Europe County
Congratulations to Jen Watson of Stavanger
on receiving the BGO Good Service Award.

Orihuela, Spain
We are now down to 6 per
room by Spanish law but with
22 girls and 6 leaders and
shortly 2 Guides to become
young leaders, you get
through so many activities in
a hour. We operate in 5 rooms
and clean when we go in and
leave and our cleaner comes in 30 minutes
before us to do toilets. Long may it continue.

1st Stuttgart Rainbows and Brownies,
Germany
We were delighted to be granted permission
to meet again outdoors, and since schools
don't go back til mid-September, decided to
offer those girls who were not away on
holiday the chance to meet up - at a
distance.
We measured out a distanced circle with
cones and allocated everyone their own

space. Everyone brought their own "island"
which they could only share with family
members. The parents and siblings sat a safe
distance away in the shade of the trees, but
were on hand should they be needed.
We enjoyed an adapted skill builder activity
and a unit meeting activity and then the girl's
favourite - a bean bag competition. One of
our leaders has made each girl their own set
of bean bags, which are kept in sealed bags
between meetings. We set out hoops in the
middle of the circle as targets and threw our
best. Individually the girls were allowed off
their islands to collect their bean bags.
Everyone scored points. Our Young Leader
won by miles, demonstrating what you can
achieve with age and practice and once again
setting the girls an example to aspire to. :)

Hope
this
inspires others
but a lot of work
required and
d e d i c a t e d
leaders

Have you heard that Girlguiding have
teamed up with BBC’s Children in Need this
year? The theme is Act Your Age and the
idea is to raise funds by some activity which
involves your age or the age of your unit.
Proceeds will be shared between Children
in Need and Girlguiding. Girlguiding
Headquarters would love to have reports on
what you are doing, to share with
the BBC for the broadcast on 13
November. There is also a great
badge you can get from the
Girlguiding Shop price £1.50

Find out how you can #ActYourAge for
#ChildrenInNeed: https://bit.ly/
31mZORQ

Around the World of BGO
Dubai

British Girlguiding in Dubai turned 50 this
year, making it almost two
years older than our hosting
c ou n t r y, t h e U n i t e d A r a b
Emirates! Dubai is a one of the
world's most renowned cities
now, but back in 1970, it was a
much smaller place. Life was
simple and the children spent
time with their families, enjoying what desert
life had to offer.Most expats lived in Dubai
and Sharjah, and travelled to visit each other
easily on desert roads with very little traffic –
not like today!
Some British girls living in the UAE had been
Brownies in the UK, and asked if they could
have a Brownie unit here. With the help of
some enthusiastic volunteers, the first
Brownie unit in Dubai was established in
March 1970.
Brownies in the early days enjoyed trips into
the desert and visits to the Sheikh's palace.
They visited the Hatta mountains and
explored the local area.
Local businesses hosted
visits for girls to explore the
growing economy.
The seven Emirates of the
UAE joined together as a
nation in 1971,
and as the
country grew,
so did British
Guiding here.
More Brownie
units were
opened in Dubai
and
the
neighbouring
emirates of Sharjah and Abu Dhabi. When
Dubai College, the first British secondary
school in Dubai, was built in 1980, the first
Guide unit in Dubai was established and
Brownies were able to continue their journey.
The Guides followed the same programme as
their sisters in the UK.
The girls earned

b a d g e s ,
helped their
l o c a l
c o m m u n i t y,
camped, built
rafts, trekked
the desert and
met important visitors including Princess
Diana! Rainbows started in 1994.
We are thrilled to be able to celebrate our
50th Anniversary in Dubai, although guiding
certainly doesn’t look quite like we thought it
would this year! We’ve had our first virtual
sleepovers, our first virtual
zoom meetings, our first
bronze, silver and gold awards,
our first huge virtual
celebration weekend.
The original plans for an
outdoor spectacular to
celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of British Girlguiding in Dubai, UAE have
changed radically.
We've brought the
celebrations to the small screen! Girls from
all over Dubai are joining in all sorts of
activities from home through live workshops,
via facebook and activities shared on an
event website. We look forward to a full
report in our next newsletter.
“Whilst its a shame we can’t see each other
face to face, it will allow us to have some
very special visitors from Guiding, including
Major Sandy Hennis, BGO ambassador, Diane
Thomas, Chief Commissioner, and Amanda
Medler, Chief Guide” said Caroline Coleman,
one of the event organisers.
We look forward with excitement to
welcoming as many girls as we can over the
weekend of 5-7th November.
Being resilient is one of the most important
things we learn in Guiding. The relocation of
many of our volunteers back to their home
countries in light of the global Covid 19 crisis
has challenged us, but the Guiding community
has adapted and we are looking forward to
the next 50 years of Girlguiding in Dubai. We
reported on Camp 50 in the Spring newsletter
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but wanted to feature some pictures of the
leaders.
The nature of expat life means Dubai is a
division where we normally
see a very frequent turnover
of leaders. This year, we are
thrilled to be able to honour
some long service
achievements.
June
Grayston celebrated 30 years
of service in Dubai. June was
recently recognized by a BGO Good Service
Award. Congratulations June!
Glenda Clarke is another 30 year service
veteran. Glenda, a secondary teacher, has
taken a key role in moving
Guiding into the virtual
environment.
She initiated
the move, working with
Caroline and Alice Coleman to
run Division wide section
meetings. Previously
recognised as a camp stalwart, she's now the
undisputed “zoom master!”
Dani Payne and Caroline Coleman, the chief
organizers of this year’s celebratory event,
are both close to 22 years service and and
Katherine Ingram Johnston and Mandy
Rampling are have contributed 12 years each.
Another long term guider
Diane Stirton recently
moved back to the UK
but is still assisting us in
our virtual guiding.
Whilst these lengths of
service may be
commonplace in more
stable communities, they are all serious
achievements in this expat community and
we would like to recognise their exceptional
service.

Asia County
Malaysia
Although we are still running our units
virtually our Rainbows, Brownies, Guides,
Rangers and Leaders/Unit Helpers have been
very busy. Zoom meetings this term have
included baking bread in a bag, charades,

making fudge, building edible campfires
and learning how to roll the perfect
bedding rolls and much more. Our leaders/
unit helpers have also been busy updating
their safe space e-learnings and this week 15
First Response renewals were completed. A
huge thank you to Erica in Jakarta for running
the virtual first aid trainings for us over the
past few weeks.
Since August we have awarded the
following awards:
Emma from 2 nd Kuala Lumpur Guides
completed her Commonwealth Award just as
she was leaving Malaysia in July. She was
presented the award in the UK by Diane (who
happened to be driving past on her summer
holidays!). Her photo is in Diane’s report on
the first page. Absolutely amazing
achievement Emma.
Evie from 2nd Kuala Lumpur Guides has
completed her Guide Gold Award via the
transition route. Her award has been
presented by zoom but we hope one day we
will be able to celebrate this awesome
achievement with an in person presentation
and CAKE!
Izzy and Jessie from 4 th Kuala Lumpur
Brownies have achieved their Brownie Silver
Awards. Congratulations girls, they both have
their sights set on getting their Brownie Gold
Award next.

Jakarta
Rainbows have been working towards our
Helper badge together. Here are Alice, Ella
and Sana with their butterfly feeders

Our Brownies in Jakarta have also
been working towards badges at
home. Kuhu has been busy with
the painting badge.Abigail and
Estelle and Yameena have been
working on the baking badge.

Our Rangers have also been
working on badges and here we
have Crystal sampling
something from her cooking
badge Food seems to be a very
popular theme here in Jakarta.

TGIFC
Throughout the Lockdowns around the world
most of our Guilds have been meeting
through Zoom or other meeting rooms,
sharing experiences and keeping up on news
from all their members.
My Guild of Benelux and France challenged us
all to find out how to put a background
picture up for our Zoom meeting. It meant
we were looking at various places around the
world.
Unfortunately, using my tablet, I
wasn’t able to do it but I am still trying hard!
All the members of TGIFC who live around the
world and have no access to a Guild have now
been united into a Guild of their own. Named
the ‘International Lones Guild’, the members
have already met several times on Zoom.
Trying to accommodate everyone at the same
time is almost impossible, although we did
try. A meeting in the middle of the day in
Europe meant our members in America had to
get up early and our friends in Australia to
stay up very late. In true Guiding fashion we
searched for a new idea and decided to have
two calls, every month, with the same
theme. This proved to be a hit and we have
had challenges in the Guild to write a poem
and to design a badge or pennant for the

Guild.If you know a Guiding friend anywhere
in the world who is away from Guiding, for
whatever reason, please encourage them to
contact me so they can join this lovely ‘new’
Guild – International Lones Guild and become
part of Trefoil Guilds In Foreign Countries.
Open to all, men and women over 18 years
who have an affinity with Girlguiding.
Glen Aston

Friends of BGO
We are all looking forward to
reading the latest newsletter
and are hoping that when we
read what our BGO Units have
been up to it will be uplifting?
Yo u r F r i e n d s c o m m i t t e e
continues to communicate with
each other both formally and informally
via WhatsApp. This has helped keep our
spirits up and was what we were doing
before Covid. What a blessing that with
technology our committee have been doing
video conferencing for some time.
I have kept myself busy during this
unprecedented time. I helped our local
group, Melksham Sews Together, making
scrubs for the NHS and also made lots of
masks for my guiding friends using our old
centenary scarves and the lovely stripe
material that we had as our uniform over
20 years ago. I asked for a donation for
BGO and have made around £150 with
orders still coming in.
We are hoping, like here, that most of the
BGO units are in action. I know from
experience that many of our girls have
really missed the social contact that our
meetings give. My Guides met outside for

the first time in the Summer. They arrived
as very shy individuals but left buzzing and
so happy to be back together again. We
are still holding our meetings outside until
November. Another committee member is
running her Rainbows via Zoom including a
Sleepover.
My main message for this letter is to
inform our friends that your committee has
decided, (because many of our members
would need to travel by public transport,
stay in a hotel in a student city and the
uncertainty of how this pandemic
continues), that it was not worth the risk
to proceed as planned. Your committee
has, therefore, made the decision to
cancel our planned visit to Cambridge for
our AGM due to Covid. However, we have
decided to proceed with our AGM via
Zoom. I am delighted to informed you all
that Anne Llywelyn-Jones will be our guest
speaker on the Branch Associations.
Hopefully, we should have more people
attend from the comfort of their home.
We will try and look at ways of getting to
those members who do not have the
internet, so that they can watch listen and
participate – we plan to make it a fun
event so watch this space.
Christine Glover, Chair

Archivist
This year of 2020 has been difficult for us all
and we are hoping to get back to normal, be
it a ‘new’ one or not. In the world of BGO it
has led to a number of members leaving their
countries and returning to UK for a variety of
reasons. Unfortunately this has meant that
some units have had to close as there are
often not enough leaders and not enough
girls, which is sad.
In my position as BGO archivist I would like to
make sure that none of these units are
forgotten in the future so if you are closing
your unit please take note of the following
and help to preserve the BGO history into the
future. One day there will be a huge archive
in UK, probably at Foxlease and you will be
able to go and access information about your
guiding time in BGO (and BGIFC as it was).

If your unit has just closed or is closing please
send the following items to me.
• Registration certificate for the unit.
• Dated photos of special events.
• Pennant or flag.
• One dated scrapbook with as much written
information in as possible.
• Any badges or pins designed by the unit.
These items will mostly fit into a large
envelope and therefore should not be too
difficult to send. Send me an email so I can
send you my address. glenarchivist@britishgirlguiding-overseas.org.uk
It is possibly easier to send from UK so have
them moved when you go and wait till you
are settled.
On a more positive note a couple of areas of
BGO are having 50th birthdays this year.
Photos from Dubai were featured earlier in
the newsletter but these are from Oman. If
you are going to celebrate a big birthday in
your area, please feel free to contact me in
case I can help with old photos or
certificates.

Who’s Who at British Girlguiding Overseas

Chief Commissioner
Deputy Chief Commissioner

Diane Thomas
Hazel Plant

chief@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
gdev@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk

British Girlguiding Overseas Advisers
Financial
Guiding Development
Growing Guiding
Lones Commissioner
Outdoor activities
Marketing and Communications
International Adviser

Alison Thomas
Hazel Plant
Lynne Armitage
Fiona Howells
Amanda Weldon/
Emma Nalson
Jill Heyes
Caroline Coleman/
Ruth Barsby
Hannah Copley
Em Glendinning

Youth Member of Executive
Queen’s Guide Coordinator
Inclusion Adviser and
Awards Chair
Adele Steel
Young Leader Adviser
Vicki Henderson
18-30 Coordinator
Brooke Lowman
Europe Administrator and
LQ coordinator
Pam Keay
Middle East and Africa Administrator and
LQ coordinator
Mary Dunn
Far East Administrator and
LQ coordinator
Laura Pollock
Archivist
Glen Aston
Friends of BGO Chair
Christine Glover
Welcome coordinator
Anne Brien

finance@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
gdev@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
lynnebgo@gmail.com
wiseowlfiona@gmail.com
ajwmjk@yahoo.co.uk
jillpr@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
internationaladviserbgo@gmail.com
bgoyouthrepresentative@gmail.com
bgoqueensguideadvisor@gmail.com
awards@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk

bgo1830@yahoo.com
pamkeay@hotmail.com
middlee.africa@gmail.com
bgoinfareast@gmail.com
glenarchivist@british-girlguiding-overseas.org.uk
friendsbgo@gmail.com
keepintouchbgo@gmail.com
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